
JACK’S MAGAZINE 
VENUE HIRE  AND EVENTS



By the banks of the Maribyrnong River sits 
Jack's Magazine, a former explosives storage
facility that opened in 1878 for the storage of
gunpowder.

Gunpowder played an important role in the
expansion of Victoria. It was used for mining
gold, propelling bullets and the construction
(and deconstruction) of buildings. All this
gunpowder needed safe storage, which is why
the Customs Department built Jack’s Magazine.

Spread across twelve hectares, the site features
tramways, tunnels, specialised buildings and a
bluestone perimeter wall. Its architectural,
historical and technological significance has
earned it a place on the Victorian Heritage
Register.

History

Loading Dock Shed 
(Building 242)

The Magazine 
(Building 256) 

Tunnel into Magazine



Jack’s Magazine offers unique spaces to hire for
a wide range of events including: 

Film, photography and television shoots
Product launches and brand activations
Corporate workshops and training sessions
Exhibitions and art installations
Live performances and theatre productions
Indoor and outdoor markets

General Information 

Photograph by Peter Casamento 



BUILDING NAME

Components Store
Loading Dock Shed
Clothes and Slippers Room
Guard Room
Fuse Store
Small Arms Ammunition Store
Powder Magazine (West)
Cooperage and Examining Room
Cooperage and Examining Room
Cordite Store A
Cordite Store B
Cordite Store C
Powder Magazine (East)
Temporary Toilet Block
Bluestone Perimeter Wall
Entry Gate

CODE
 
240 
242 
245 
246 
247 
249 
250 
251 
252 
253 
254 
255 
256
       WC 

LEGEND



Arms Ammunition Store 
(Building 249)

The Arms Ammunition Store was once central to
the storage and handling of explosives and now
offers a distinctive setting for unique experiences.
Think cool exhibitions, pop-up events, food and
craft beer activations, workshops and car displays.
With its brick walls, bare interior and connection
to Jack’s Magazine’s storied past, it provides a
compelling backdrop for an event seeking
something truly different.

Capacity: 200 Pax
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The two Magazines both deliver atmospheric
spaces like no other. Located between the steep
earth mounds, towering bluestone walls and
vaulted magazine chambers set the scene for
unforgettable events. Once used to store
gunpowder and ammunition, these heritage-listed
spaces now provide an extraordinary hidden event
space for commercial filming, exhibitions and
immersive experiences.

Capacity: 200 Pax
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The Magazines
(Buildings 250 and 256)



The Loading Dock Shed offers a unique industrial
setting. It’s ideal for rustic events, hands on
workshops, product launches and photoshoots.
With its raw character, large open floor space and
flexible layout, it can be styled to suit a range of
experiences. Surrounded by the expansive outdoor
area and canal it provides a natural backdrop for
all events. A memorable space for a performance,
exhibition or private event.

Capacity: 50 Pax

Loading Dock Shed 
(Building 242)



The Cooperage and Examining rooms are
beautiful atmospheric event spaces that will
transfer their history into modern day life. Once
used for inspecting and preparing ammunition
before storage they are now the perfect venue for
intimate talks and creative workshops.

Capacity: 30 Pax
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Cooperage and Examining rooms
(Buildings 251 and 252)



Contact Jo  J.beshara@workingheritage.com.au Kiss Chacey  shoot at the Magazine (Building 250)
Photograph by Jackson Kath


